
Kia ora koutou, 
 

Schools are always places where people change. We 
have New Entrants arriving throughout the year, the 
June 1st turnaround where some families leave and 
some arrive and other random times where people 
stream in and out and of course the end of year when 
our Year 8 children leave for College. 
 

A strong community manages this constant flow,  
welcomes the new ones and waves farewell to the 
leavers. In school speak this is called transition. We 
have put a lot of new processes this year into our 
transitions so that we can pass good information up 
to our partner Colleges and bring good information in 
for our new beginners at school. 
 

Part of this movement can also involve staff       
members, and I am formally letting you know today 
that the much loved and magnificent Mrs. Oliver and 
our amazing Mrs. Lester will be finishing at our 
school at the end of the year. Mrs. Oliver (who has 
been at our school for 14 years!!) will continue to be 
active in the Te Aroha education community in 2023 
and we are hoping to see her at various times in our 
school. Mrs. Lester has been promoted to Principal  
of Puriri school. Congratulations to a well deserved 
promotion to her. 
 

Whilst we are very sad that Mrs. Oliver and Mrs. 
Lester are leaving, I am really pleased that we have 
been able to find some outstanding teachers to take 
on their responsibilities. Mrs. Johnson will be starting 
with us as DP next year. She is a very experienced 
and skilled teacher who has worked mostly in      
Morrinsville. Mrs. Tims is coming in to us a teacher - 
she is already well known to our community as a   
brilliant two dayer and we can't wait to have her for 
more time! 
 

Both Mrs. Oliver and Mrs. Lester are continuing to 
the end of the year, so take the time to treasure 
them. In particular, Mrs. Oliver has been a teacher for 
over 40 years and has been a wonderful influence 
across the Te Aroha education community for that 
time. She is our DP and has also been Acting      
Principal, Board Representative, PTA Rep and     
various other roles, too numerous to mention. I have 
been lucky to have the chance to work with them 
both. 

 

On other matters, we had our first out of zone        
enrollment ballot on Friday 11th November. We were 
slightly oversubscribed by requests and have to turn 
a couple of families down, as the only out of zone 
children that we accepted were within our priority 
groups: that is children who already have siblings 
here or children who have a staff member as a     
parent. The numbers accepted were as advertised 
and means that we can start to get a better handle on 
class numbers. 
 

Thanks to all for a great week - I'm writing this on 
Thursday so can't yet comment on the Colour Run, 
but I'm sure it was amazing, as was the Shindig, Life 
Education and Book fair. Not enough space to       
discuss it all but what a week that was!! 
 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Doug 
 

BOOK FAIR:  A big ‘Thank You’ to all who visited 
and supported our ‘Paws for Books’ Book Fair this 
year. Once again, we had a fabulous selection of 
books. The commission we earn enables us to add 
more new books to our Library. Thank you also to the 
readers who came in for ‘Guess Who’s Coming to 
Read’. We really appreciate you giving your time. 
Mrs Simmonds 
 

END OF YEAR CUPS: Could all cups be returned to 
the school office next week please, so we can start 
preparing for this year’s prizegiving. Thank you . 

NEWSLETTER 

Term 4 Week 5 

18th November 2022 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 

Look:     

Because   

of the 

amazing 

support 

and the  

value of 

your      

purchases, 

we have  

 67 new 

books to 

add to our 

library! 

 

THE COLOUR RUN 

SO MUCH FUN !! 

Thank you to the PTA for 

all your work !! 



DAT ES   TO REM EM BER  

Monday 21st Middle School  Trip 
Stig Live at the Library 

Mon 21 to Wed 23 Lighthouse and Lab Camp 

Tuesday 22nd Lighthouse and Lab Camp 

Wednesday 23rd Lighthouse/Lab Camp ends 

Thursday 24th Whole School Assembly 

Monday 28th Beach Education Trip             

Senior School 

Tuesday 29th Beach Education Trip           

Middle School 

Tuesday 6th Dec Beach Education Trip         

Junior School 

Thursday 8th  Y7&8 Dinner 

Friday 9th PTA DISCO 

Wednesday 14th Prizegiving  

END OF TERM 4 

Thursday 15th  Teacher Only Day 

Late Orders taken till  

3:00 on Monday…. 

if you have forgotten   

to bring your  

orders in !! 


