
NEWSLETTER 

Term 4 Week 5 

 19th November 2021 

Kia ora koutou, 
Its been a good week at Elstow-Waihou combined 
school! 
The main focus has been on the book fair. Thankyou 
to Mrs. Simmons and her whanau for organising it.       
I was delighted to see so many children excited about 
the books on sale. It is incredibly important not just   
for children to be able to read but to be able to enjoy 
reading, so sometimes don't worry too much about the 
complexity of what they are reading - just encourage 
them to enjoy it! 
Wednesday was a particular highlight with some 
amazing costumes on display. We had so many      
different ideas there and some of the costumes were 
outstanding. It was great to see the school gathered  

 
together celebrating. 
I'm accompanying this newsletter with a separate    
formal letter regarding Covid 19. Please do read this 
carefully. Apart from this information the school will   
be making some decisions about upcoming public 
events (Prize-giving and disco) which we are focussed 
on running smoothly and safely. Watch this space. 
Finally, I'd like to acknowledge our teachers who this 
week are teaching, costuming, caring, dressing up and 
planning for the future, all the while writing reports, 
testing students and continuing to come to work with   
a smile on their face. A kind word goes a 
long way    so if you get a moment to say 
"Great job!" to them, don't hold back! 
All the best from me! 
Doug 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 

DATES  TO REMEMBER 

Nov Sunday 28th School Photos: 

Dec Thursday PTA Disco 6:00-7:30pm 

Thursday 9th Y7&8 Dinner 

Tuesday 14th Pou Ceremony & Prizegiving 

Wednesday 15th  Last day of School 
 

Winners of our  

BOOK FAIR 

DRESS UP 

DAY:  

Haedin,  

Ari, 

Enzo,  

Malachi,  

Johnny,  

Seth and  

Jessie. 

Congratulations, 

you all looked 

wonderful !!! 

SCHOOL PHOTOS: Your child will come home today with    
a pink card with the unique code. Please log onto 
www.photolife.co.nz and order the photos you want.               
The cut off for free delivery is the 28th November 2021. 



Elstow-Waihou School 

Let’s Reach for the Stars 

Totoro hoki nga whetu 

Principal: Doug Black 

356 Bowler Road, R D 2, TE AROHA 
P: 07-884-5802  

E: admin@elstow-waihou.school.nz 

 

Re Vaccination at Elstow-Waihou Combined Schools 
 
Dear Parent/Caregiver, 
 
I’m writing to provide some information about the public health order that came into effect on the 16th 
November. As I am sure you are aware, the school is legally required to comply with the mandate that      
in essence requires anyone working for the school to have had at least a single shot of vaccine by 15th  
November this year and a second shot by the 1st of January next year. 
 
We are fortunate that our ability to staff our school was unaffected by the mandate as all staff have been 
able to meet the requirements of the public health order. 
 
In terms of parents or other adults, the mandate applies only if you are working on behalf of the school: 
that is providing a service on behalf of the school either as a volunteer or as a paid employee. I will give 
some examples of this in a moment but if you are picking up your child, visiting the school or other casual 
contact with school you will not be asked about your vaccination status as in these instances you are 
not working on behalf of the school. 
 
If you are transporting children in a car to a school event, supporting school trips/visits (EOTC) , working 
on behalf of the PTA or other supportive group this is considered to be working on behalf of the school 
and you will be asked about your vaccination status. To any of these groups I will send a letter with a slip 
to fill in (Totara Springs visits have already been asked to tick a box!). I am likely to ask that you send me  
a photo or show me your vaccine card or certificate. 
 
A vaccine register will be kept at school and be considered confidential. We will not share any of our    
records regarding vaccination status with any other agency unless we have sought permission from you 
first. If you have any concerns about this please make contact with me and let me know. Obviously you 
can choose not to share your vaccine status with the school. 
 
Whilst the public health order applies, only parents who have shared their vaccination status will be able 
to support the school in EOTC trips or other events that parents have traditionally helped out on that 
involve contact with students. 
 
I do understand that this might be stressful for some parents but we are required by the public health or-
der to take these steps. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Doug Black 
Principal 

mailto:admin@elstow-waihou.school.nz


Please note: 

The FREE DELIVERY period expires at Midnight on: 

SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2021 

We are sorry – but due to the Term 3 Covid Lockdown 

no extensions to this expiry date can be given. 


