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Kia ora koutou, 
 

Welcome back to the start of another term. It's hard to 
believe that we are already starting Term 3 of the year, 
already more than halfway through 2021. 
 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for making me 
feel so welcome in my first week at Elstow-Waihou. 
Staff, students, parents and community have all been 
very kind. In particular Mrs. Oliver has been an out-
standing support and I am very grateful to her and     
to everyone for your generosity and warmth. My first 
focus at school is on getting to know everyone so if 
you haven’t yet had a chance, please do come over 
and say hello. 
 

Regardless of my settling in, it has been a busy start  
to the term. The children have been learning about    
all sorts of things with an understandable focus on the 
Olympic games for many of the classes. As you may 
be aware, we have three ex Elstow-Waihou Olympiads 
at the games this year and the whole school wishes 
them well in their pursuit of medals! Good luck to    
Tarryn Davey, Robert Hewitt and Josh Turner. 
 

Our teaching staff have come back raring to go        
this term and we are delighted that Mrs. White will  
now    be working full time with the Studio children.           
Mrs. Oliver has returned to her role of SENCO and  
will be supporting various students throughout the 
school. We have also welcome two new teacher aides 
in Mrs. Denize and Mrs. Rolton supporting our chil-
dren’s learning. 
 

There are some important dates coming up so I’m    
taking this opportunity to remind you of:  Week 4 is  
a busy week with Parent Teacher Interviews on 18th 
August and School Cross Country on the following day 
(19th August). Mrs. Legg will send out interview times 
next week. 
In addition to these we have various sports events, 
speeches, teacher development courses and of course 
quality teaching and learning every day. I’m out of 
breath already! 
 

Our playground fundraising is going well. The PTA 
have been incredibly supportive as have the          
committee who are supporting the project. If you  
haven’t yet seen it, the final plan has been agreed   
and we are now going into a fundraising phase to  
raise the money required. The total cost is around 
$100,000 and through PTA and other fundraising   
support as well as with money from the Ministry of   
Education we have already raised around 70%. The 
playground committee have asked me to make you 

aware of a Social for the (grown-up) community that   
is planned at the Elstow hall on 1st October - details to 
come shortly so keep the date free! Congratulations to 
Andrew & Kathleen Kinghorn who won the firewood 
raffle. 
One more date to add to your calendar is the Calf Club 
which will be going ahead this year on Thursday 21st 
October. More details later. 
 

Finally, I’d like to make you aware that the Elstow-
Waihou School Board is planning on doing some work 
on developing a new charter for the school. This is the 
big picture plan of what we as a school are intending 
to do for our children over the next few years. We will 
consult with children, staff and of course parents so 
look out for an opportunity to make your voice heard. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at the school over the 
coming weeks. Thank-you again for all of your support 
for our lovely school community. 
 

Ngā mihi nui, Doug 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 

DATES  TO REMEMBER 

Every Monday Pie Warmer Days 

Every Friday PTA hot lunches 

August Friday 6th Harcourts Sausage Sizzle 

Wednesday 18th Parent Teacher Interviews  

Thursday 19th School Cross Country  

This is Bo.  

Kids can go to 
horse riding and 
ride one of the 
horses.  

He was in The 
Lord of the 
Rings. 

By Reeve      
Gemming 

TEACHER AIDE POSITION: The school currently 
has a vacancy for a teacher aide to support students 
in our school. The role is part-time, fixed term in the 
first instance to cover a term long leave of another 
aide. The hours of the position are negotiable, 
around 20 hours per week over 4 days. We are look-
ing for a person who is passionate about children's 
learning, is patient and caring and enjoys working in 
a professional team. If you are interested in this role 
or would like  and further information please contact 
Doug Black, Principal, at the school or pop in for a 
chat! 

Thankyou so much to Harcourts who are providing     
a free sausage for everyone next Friday !  


