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Welcome to our Term 3 Community Newsletter. We 

are pleased to present to you an overview of what 

has been happening over the last few months at 

our kura.  

A great deal of Term 2 was spent getting ready for 

our Matariki festival at the end of the term. This 

annual event is an important date in our school 

calendar and has significantly grown over the last 

two years. All our children have the opportunity to 

acquire knowledge of te reo Māori me ōna tikanga. 

We do this by working within the New Zealand 

curriculum focussing on offering all our children 

opportunities to engage in partnership, protection, 

and participation in the following ways:  

Partnership: We undertook our Turangawaewae 

Marae visit in April, we have invited local māori to 

share their tikanga and knowledge with us, and we 

hold regular community events. 

Protection: Our children share their Pepeha daily in 

class, at assemblies, and at community events 

highlighting the importance of family and history. 

We also incorporate māori myths and legends in 

our learning with a focus on Tāwhirimātea 

connecting our children to our local curriculum. 

Participation: We focus on tikanga through all 

classes undertaking te kaupapa o te ata daily 

enabling our tamariki to learn and use te reo in 

classes. Kapahaka is an authentic, whole-school 

practice working towards performing for authentic 

audiences. 

If you would like to learn more about how we 

engage and connect our children to their learning 

please stop by the office. It is always a pleasure to 

share our learning journey. 
 

Great mahi tahi!  

Sandy Stirling 

 

Our new Board took office on 14 June. 

At our June meeting we appointed our members to 

the following roles; 

Chair – Debbie Darby 

Deputy Chair – Andrew Bell 

Secretary – Tania Horn 

Property – Natasha Sutcliffe and Andrew Satherley 

Finance – Andrew Bell 

EEO - Wendy Oliver 

The Board have already been busy attending an 

induction meeting, two monthly meetings and a 

Governance course. 

We are all very grateful to have been given the 

opportunity to be on the Board. As a Board we are 

focused on working with the staff, students and 

community to ensure  we continue to  provide a 

quality educational environment for our students. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 21st of August 

at 6.30pm – everyone is welcome. 

Debbie 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT: WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 

 

We had great fun celebrating Matariki at the 

end of last term with a week full of activities. 

On Thursday we took the time to enjoy and 

learn some traditional Māori activities and ti 

kanga. Students selected four workshops to 

attend throughout the day and got stuck into 

assisting with kai and hangi preparations, 

working on harekeke (flax) weaving and poi 

making, getting creative in tītī tōrea (rakau 

stick games), kite making, and collaborative 

art. As evident in the photos,           

it was a day met with curiosity     

and enthusiasm. 



MATARIKI CELEBRATIONS: 1ST - 5TH JULY 2019  


